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articulate here for the first time. My first debt of         
gratitude is to the University of California Press for        
supporting me in this project, despite warnings      
about the risk the press was undertaking and attacks        
ont he press for publishing two earlier books of mine.         
In particular, I want to thank my longtime editor        
Naomi Schneider for her inspiration, editorial skills,      
and patience. Thanks also to her helpful assistant,       
Valerie Witte. Two other editors have also provided       
invaluable help: Russell Schoch and Karen Croft. I       
am grateful to my agent, Victoria Shoemaker, to       
David Peattie of BookMatters, for overseeing the      
book’s production, to my copyeditor, Amy Smith      



Bell, and my indexer, Leonard Rosenbaum, as well as        
to Lisa Macabasco and my other fact-checkers. I am        
grateful also to Global Research.com, The     
Spokesman, Nexus, and Lobster.com, where portions     
of this book first appeared.

As I was writing this manuscript, a number of        
other books were published that helped me with       
their perspectives and documentation. I must     
mention in particular two books by Kevin Phillips:       
Wealth and Democracy and American Dynasty, his      
portrait of the Bush family. Particular chapters in my        
book are indebted to the following works: Seymour       
Hersh’s classic The Price of Power (on Kissinger),       
Robert Parry’s Secrecy & Privilege (on the Republican       
countersurprise and Iran-Contra), Robert Dreyfuss’s    
Devil’s Game (on the United States and Islamism),       
Peter Truell and Larry Gurwin’s False Profits (on the        
Bank of Credit and Commerce International), Steve      
Coll’s Ghost Wars (on Afghanistan), James Bamford’s      
A Pretext for War and James Mann’s Rise of the         
Vulcans (on continuity of government planning),     
David Ray Griffin’s The New Pearl Harbor and The        
9/11 Commission Report along with Paul Thompson’s      
The Terror Timeline (on 9/11), and Jonathan Schell’s       
The Unconquerable World (on nonviolence and     
America’s future). Many other important books that      
strengthened my argument were published after     
mine was essentially completed. Very late in the       
game I was able to draw on research by peace         
researcher Ola Tunander and the “dual state” to       
reinforce my own distinction between the open      
politics of the public state and the deep, or covert,         
politics of the deep state.
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